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Curriculum Vitae 
 
Peter W. Marx 
 
 
Specialties  Theatre History and Contemporary Theatre 
   Critical Media History 
   Early Modern Period 
   Cultural Studies 
   Shakespeare in Performance 
   Metropolitan Culture 
   Intercultural Studies 
 
 
Current Position 
 
2012 - present:  Chair of Theatre and Media Studies 

Director of the Theaterwissenschaftliche Sammlung Köln (TWS) 
   University of Cologne (Germany) 
 
Address:  University of Cologne  

Dept. of Media Culture and Theatre 
 
Meister-Ekkehart-Str- 11 
D-50 937 Köln 
Germany 
 
Tel.: 00 49 221 470-3791 
Fax: 00 49 221 470-5061 
 
peter.marx@uni-koeln.de 

 
 
 
Education 
 
Doctor of Philosophy, Theatre Studies and German Studies, Johannes Gutenberg-Universität 
Mainz, Germany, 1997-2000 
Dissertation: Theater und kulturelle Erinnerung. Kultursemiotische Untersuchungen zu 
George Tabori, Tadeusz Kantor und Rina Yerushalmi. (Prof. Dr. D. Kafitz/ Prof. Dr. C. B. 
Balme) 
Summa cum laude. 
 
Magister Artium, Johannes Gutenberg-Universität Mainz, Germany, 1997 
Thesis: „Versuch einer Annäherung an Heiner Müllers ‚Bildbeschreibung‘ unter den 
Gesichtspunkten der strukturalen Semantik“ 
 
1992-1997 Studying German Studies, Theatre, Studies, and Media Studies 
 
1992  Abitur 
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Professional 

 

2021-23 Head of Department 

2017-18 Head of Department 

Since 2016 Annual Teaching Visits at the Jawaharlal Nehru University (New Delhi, India) 

2014-15 Chairman of “Fächergruppe 1” 

since 2013 Co-Director of [sic] with Tracy C. Davis – an international Summer School in 
cooperation with Northwestern University. 

2012- Chair of Theatre and Media Studies at the University of Cologne/ Director of 
the Theaterwissenschaftliche Sammlung (Theatre Collection) 

 April: Head of the Dept. of Media Culture and Theatre (until 2016) 

2009-2012 Professor of Theatre Studies at the University of Berne (Switzerland), 
tenured position 

2008 November: Appointment to Director of the Department of Cultural Studies 
and Theatre History, Austrian Academy of Sciences Vienna (rejected) 

2003-09 Assistant Professor of Theatre Studies at the Department of Theatre Studies, 
Johannes Gutenberg-Universität Mainz 

2000-02 Assistant Lecturer at the Department of Theatre Studies, Johannes 
Gutenberg-Universität Mainz 

1993-97 Research Assistant at the German Department, Johannes Gutenberg-
Universität Mainz 

1992-95 Assistant Dramaturge at the Staatstheater Darmstadt (part-time) 

 
I have served and serve as a referee for numerous international institutions such as 
Boltzmann-Stiftung (Austria), DAAD, Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG), European 
Research Council (ERC), Fonds National de la Recherche Luxembourg, FCT, I.P. – Fundação 
para a Ciência e Tecnologia, Österreichische Akademie der Wissenschaften, Österreichischer 
Wissenschaftsfond (FWF), Schweizerischer Nationalfond (SNF), and the Volkswagen-Stiftung. 

 
Awards, Distinctions and Fellowships  
 

2025 Workshop in the framework of the Global Initiative of Academic Networks 
(GIAN), sponsored by the Governmen of India at the Jawaharlal Nehru 
University, New Delhi 

2023 FRONTIER-Fellowship (Alexander von Humboldt-Foundation) at Tel Aviv-
University 

2022 Visiting Professor at the University of Malta 

2016 Benjamin Meaker Visiting Professor at the University of Bristol 

2015 BIRTHA-Distinguished Lecturer at the University of Bristol 

2008/09 Visiting Professor at the Freie Universität Berlin (Chair of Erika Fischer-
Lichte) 

2007 Visiting Professor of Theatre Studies at the University of Hildesheim 

2005 Visiting Professor of Theatre Studies at the University of Vienna 

2004-06 Visiting Scholar at the Columbia University in the City of New York (part-
time), sponsored by a Feodor-Lynen-Fellowship of the Alexander von 
Humboldt-Foundation 
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2002 Research Award for an outstanding dissertation by the „Freunde der 
Universität Mainz“ 

1997-2000 Fellow at the DFG sponsored PhD-program „Theatre as a Paradigm of 
Modernity“ 

 
Editorial Boards 
 
Kleine Mainzer Schriften zur Theaterwissenschaft (since 2005) 

Forum Modernes Theater (since 2007, 2009-2016 Executive Editor) 

Theatre Research International (2016-2020) 

Elements: Shakespeare Performance (Ed. William Worthen/Cambridge University Press) 

Szene & Horizont (Metzler Verlag, since 2017) 

 
Membership in Learned and Professional Societies 

 

2025-2027 Member of the FWO Review College (Belgium) 

2023- Member of the Advisory Board of the Archive of the Salzburg Festival 

2021- Affiliate Member of The Tsikinya-Chaka-Centre at the University of the 
Witwaterstrand, South Africa 

2015-2022 Member of the Board of Trustees of the Grimme Forschungskolleg 

2013-2021 Member of the Executive Committee of the International Federation for 
Theatre Studies (IFTR/ FIRT), serving the maximum of two consecutive terms 

2010- Jury-member for the Martin-Lehnert-Preis of the Deutsche Shakespeare-
Gesellschaft 

2009/10 Member of the Program Commission of the Graduate School of the 
Department of Advanced Studies in the Humanities and the Social Sciences 
(IASH), University of Berne 

2009-12 Member of the Faculty Council of the Faculty of Humanities, University 
Berne 

2008- Appointment to “Fachgutachterausschuss” of the DAAD 

2009-16 Executive Editor of Forum Modernes Theater 

2006- Member of the work group “Theaterhistoriographie” of the Gesellschaft für 
Theaterwissenschaft 

2005- Co-founder and -editor of the series Kleine Mainzer Schriften zur 
Theaterwissenschaft  

2005-07 Co-founder of the work group “Jewish Intercultural Performance” of the 
IFTR  

2004-08 Member of the Faculty Council, Johannes Gutenberg-Universität Mainz 

2004-06 Vice-Chairman of the interdisciplinary work group “Jüdische Studien” of the 
Johannes Gutenberg-Universität Mainz 

 Member of the Joint Committee of the Center for Intercultural Studies, 
Johannes Gutenberg-Universität Mainz 

2003-09 Member of the Faculty of the international PhD-Program “Performance and 
Media Studies”, Johannes Gutenberg-Universität Mainz 
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2000-09 Member of the interdisciplinary work group “Drama und Theater” of the 
Johannes Gutenberg-Universität Mainz 

 

Research Grants 

 

2025 Grant for a first-part digitization of the Collection Werner Nekes 
together with the Filmmuseum Frankfurt/Main (DFF) and the 
Filmuniversität Babelsberg by the DFG. 

Grant to host the annual conference of the International Federation 
for Theatre Research (IFTR) in Cologne in June 2025 by the DFG 

2023 Grant for a international symposion »Perspectives on Werner 
Nekes«, Thyssen-Foundation, Cologne, April 2024 

2022 Grant for the exhibition series »Sensation des Sehens« to present the 
Collection Werner Nekes in dialogue with the collection of the 
Wallraf-Richartz Museum, Cologne; three instalments 2022-2025. 

2021 DAAD-grant for a virtual online Seminar “Democratizing Societies” 
with the Jawaharlal Nehru University (New Delhi, India) and the 
Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile 

2020 Grant by the State of North Rhine-Westphalia, the 
Bundesbeauftragte für Kultur und Medien and the Kulturstiftung der 
Länder to acquire 50% of the Collection Werner Nekes together with 
the Filmmuseum Frankfurt/Main (DFF) and the Filmuniversität 
Babelsberg. 

2018 Sponsorship by the State of North Rhine-Westphalia (NRW) to 
acquire rare books from the Collection Nekes, ca. 80.000 €. 

2017-2020 (Re-)Collecting Theatre History – Erforschung biographischer 
Zeitläufte der Theatergeschichte. (A project to build a digital platform 
for biographic, archival material of theatre artists in the first half of 
the 20th century); Joint project with FU Berlin. Sponsored by the 
BMBF (381.500,50 €) 

2017 Exhibition „Im Spielrausch“ (in cooperation with the Museum of 
Applied Arts, Cologne); Various Sponsors, total ca. 200.000 € 

2013-14 NRW-Forschungsförderung: Digitalisierung Glasplattennegative, 
State sponsorship to digitize more than 3.500 glass negatives; ca. 
60.000€. 

2011 Marie-Curie-Fellowships für Dr. Katharina Wessely for the project 
The Theatrical Landscape of Bohemia and Moraivia as a Space of 
Negotiating Cultural Identities (TheatLandIdent); 24 months; ca. € 
178.828 by the Research Executive Agency der EU (ERC). 

Research project The Stage as Scena Mundi: Narration, Performance 
and Imagination a spart of the SNF-Sinergeia-reserach cluster Art, 
Space, and Performance (Early Modern to Postmodern); Leitung Prof. 
Dr. C. Göttler, Institut für Kunstgeschichte, Universität Bern, 36 
months; grant: 165.366 CHF. 

SNF-Research grant Hamlets Odyssee – Eine Studie zum Phänomen 
kultureller Mobilität for two doctorate-fellowships for 36 months; 
330.732 CHF. 
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Host for International Scholars 

 

2022-2024 Lekan Balogun (Lagos): Georg Forster-Fellowship of the Alexander von 
Humboldt-Stiftung 

2022-2023 Ameet Parameswaran (New Delhi): Humboldt-Fellowship 

2020-2021 Kornélia Deres (Budapest): Humboldt-Fellowship 

2019-2020 Stan Molchanov (Northwestern University), DAAD-fellowship for Visiting 
PhD-student 

2016-2018 Tracy C. Davis (Northwestern University; Evanston IL): Humboldt-
Awardee 

2015-2017 Chris Thurman (University of the Witwatersrand, South Africa): Georg 
Forster-Fellowship of the Alexander von Humboldt-Stiftung 

 

Curated Exhibitions 

 

2023 Das ganze Drama: Shakespeares First Folio in cooperation with the 
Wallraf-Richartz-Museum, Cologne. 

2022/23 Sensation des Sehens. Vol. 1: Das Barock. Die Sammlung Werner Nekes 
in cooperation with the Wallraf-Richartz-Museum, Cologne. 

2017/18 Im Spielrausch. Von Königinnen, Pixelmonstern und Drachentötern. 
(Exhibition on Plays, Games and Video Games) in cooperation with the 
Museum of Applied Arts Cologne (MAKK); Member of the curatorial 
team. 

2014 A Party for Will! Zu Shakespeares 450. Geburtstag. in cooperation with 

the Museum of Applied Arts Cologne (MAKK); Head of the curatorial 
team. (A revised version was presented in 2015 in York (UK) as part 
of the First International York Shakespeare-Festival at the University 
of York.) 

2012/13 Raum-Maschine Theater: Szene und Architektur. in cooperation with 

the Museum of Applied Arts Cologne (MAKK); Head of the curatorial 
team. 

 
 
 


